By understanding the structure, you will feel more comfortable working your way through each section. Here is a visual explanation of the parts of a scholarly article < http://www.lib.ncsu.edu/tutorials/scholarlyarticles/ >
• Introduction (not always labeled) : The second section of the article introduces the problem and reviews previous research and literature on the topic. This part of the article will help you better understand the background of the research and the current question that is under investigation.
• Method Section: This part of the article details how the research was conducted. Information about the participants, the procedures, the instruments and the variables that were measured are all described in this section.
• Results Section: So what were the actual results of the study? This important section details what the researchers found, so pay careful attention to this part of the article. Tables and figures are frequently included in addition to the text.
• Discussion/Conclusion Section: What do the results of the study really mean? In this section, the author(s) interpret the results, outline the implications of the study and provide possible descriptions of future research that should be conducted.
• References Sections: This section lists all of the articles and other sources cited within the article.
PREVIEW THE ARTICLE
Your first step should be to briefly preview the article. Never start by doing an in-depth reading of an article before you have skimmed over each section. Attempting a thorough read-through before you've skimmed the contents is not only difficult; it may be a waste of valuable time. Previewing is a great way to become familiar with the topic and the information included in the paper. In some cases, you may find that the paper is not well-suited to your needs, which can save time and allow you to move on to a research article that is more appropriate. During the preview don't worry if you don't fully understand the material -this is simply a goal-directed survey of the article. However, you will want to recognize and make mental note of concepts or vocabulary you don't understand but that appear to be important. By the end of the preview, you should be able to condense the article into one or two sentences that summarize its main message.
Steps of the preview: 1. Locate and read any information about the author(s): Who are they? What do they do? Where do they work? What is their position? The answers to these questions can give you keys to their purposes and backgrounds and to possible motivations, intentions and bias.
2. Read the abstract to glean the overall purpose, results and conclusions of the paper. A good abstract will provide a succinct summary of the most important information.
3. Examine the tables and figures to understand their main points. Graphs in particular, often summarize a great deal of written material. ("A single picture is worth a thousand words").
